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countries he was in the midst of Paganism.1 At Ccesarea, he saw
the celebrated grotto of Panium, thought to be the source of the
Jordan, and witlTwhich the popular belief had associated Grange
legends ;2 he could admire the marble temple which Herod had
erected near there in honour of Augustus ^ he probably stopped
before the numerous votive statues to Pan, to the Nymphs, to the
Echo of the Grotto, which piety had already begun to accumu-
late in this beautiful place 4

A rationalistic Jew, accustomed to take strange gods for deified
men or for demons, would consider all these figurative representa-
tions as idols. The seductions of the naturalistic worships, which
intoxicated the more sensitive nations, never affected him. He was
doubtless ignorant of what the ancient sanctuary of Melkarth, at
Tyre, might still contain of a primitive worship more or less ana-
logous to that of the Jews.5 The Paganism which, in Phoenicia,
had raised a temple and a sacred grove on every hill, all this aspect
of great industry and profane riches^ interested him but little.
Monotheism takes away all aptitude for comprehending the Pagan
religions; the Mussulman, thrown into polytheistic countries,
seems to have no eyes Jesus assuredly leamt nothing in these
journeys. He returned always to his well-beloved shore of Gen-
nesareth. There was the centre of his thoughts; there he found
faith and love.
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